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shining example across the country of how to build stronger communities, and 
we are honored to have the opportunity to partner in this effort." 
  
“President Obama challenged the nation’s housing authorities to pursue 
neighborhood development plans that integrate housing, schools and community 
facilities, and that’s exactly what we’re doing at New York City Housing 
Authority’s Saint Nicholas Houses in Harlem,” said Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. 
“Geoffrey Canada and the Harlem Children’s Zone have established a national 
model for how to empower children and provide them with long-term 
opportunities, and thanks to Goldman Sachs’ contribution, we’re bringing that to 
the Saint Nicholas Houses.” 

The Promise Academy Charter School will be located in the Saint Nicholas 
Houses at 129th Street between Adam Clayton Powell Blvd. and Frederick 
Douglass Blvd.  The 134,600-square-foot facility project is projected to be 
completed by the fall of 2012 and serve 1,200 students, from kindergarten 
through 12th grade.  The new school will include 52 classrooms, three science 
labs, two libraries, two art rooms, a computer lab, several special education and 
intervention rooms, a gymnasium/auditorium, cafeteria, dance room, fitness 
center, music room, outdoor rooftop spaces and a health center. Residents of 
Saint Nicholas Houses will be given priority in the school's admission lottery; 
already 33 families from the complex have been picked in the most recent lottery 
to enter kindergarten when the building opens. Students from Promise Academy 
I currently go to classes in two locations: a nearby public school building and 
HCZ's 125th Street headquarters. HCZ's other charter school, Promise Academy 
II, will then use the 125th Street building. 

The new facility will serve Saint Nicholas residents and connect them to the 
larger Harlem community.  This project will offer round-the-clock security, as well 
as wrap-around services benefiting the entire community-not just the school-
aged children.  As a direct result of the project, the community will gain 
employment opportunities, access to technology, as well as a host of health and 
wellness benefits. 

In addition to the financial support for the Promise Academy Charter School 
project, Goldman Sachs Gives is also supporting the national expansion of best 
practices embodied by the Harlem Children’s Zone.  The U.S. Department of 
Education will name 20 communities around the country as recipients of federal 
Promise Neighborhoods planning grants to replicate the successful Harlem 
Children's Zone Project, which services 97 blocks with a network of education, 
social service and community-building programs.  Goldman Sachs will invite 
each of these grant recipients to a two-day Leadership Academy, providing a 
comprehensive program of best practices, leadership guidance and planning 
advice in conjunction with Harlem Children's Zone, Policy Link, and The Center 
for the Study of Social Policy.  This program will help train and prepare 
community leaders for the unique challenges of building out their own model to 
address the cycle of intergenerational poverty as successfully as HCZ. 
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